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Federal Fiscal Year 2020 Funding Process 
Federal government programs funded until November 21, giving Congress more time to pass 
appropriations bills 
 
The U.S. House of Representatives and the U.S. Senate did not finalize their federal fiscal year (FY) 2020 
Appropriations process before the September 30 deadline, so the government passed a continuing 
resolution (CR), which will fund federal government programs until November 21. Once the Senate finalizes 
its appropriations bills, the House and Senate will negotiate final funding levels for all government 
programs.  
 
Federal programs that fund DV organizations have steady or increased investments thus far in the 
FY20 Appropriations process, due to your incredible advocacy!  
 
We will be advocating that the final FY 20 Appropriation package include the highest funding level possible 
for the Violence Against Women Act (VAWA), the Victims of Crime Act (VOCA), the Family Violence 
Prevention and Services Act (FVPSA), and the DV housing set-aside.   
 
The details below will help you understand where we are in the process and what we can expect next.  
 
House and Senate bills increase FY20 funding for FVPSA & related programs, with record levels in 
the House bill 
A key priority for NNEDV each year is the Family Violence Prevention and Services Act (FVPSA) funding to 
ensure that local programs, communities, coalitions, and tribes have the resources they need to provide 
services to survivors fleeing abuse. Both the House and Senate Labor, Health and Human Services 
(LHHS) bills provide increases for FVPSA over those of FY19. The House bill’s allocation for FVPSA is the 
highest it has ever been at the full authorization level of $175 million! The House bill also doubles the 
DELTA prevention grant program and provides a steady increase to the Rape Prevention and Education 
Program (RPE). Now, the House and the Senate must negotiate to agree on a final number for these 
programs - we are, of course, urging funding levels in line with the House’s higher numbers!  
 

 House FY20 funding levels Senate FY20 funding levels 
FVPSA $175 million 

Including an additional $5 million 
for tribes and tribal programs 

$166.5 million 
Including an additional $7 million 
for tribes and tribal programs 

National DV Hotline $12 million $10.25 million 
DELTA prevention $10 million $5.5 million 
Rape Prevention and Services $54.4 million $49.4 million 
VAWA health $4.1 million $3.1 million 
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House and Senate increase funding for Violence Against Women Act (VAWA) programs, but 
decrease Victims of Crime Act (VOCA) funding in FY20 bills  
The House Commerce, Justice, Science (CJS) bill provides the highest funding level in history for VAWA 
programs at $590 million, which is $93 million more than FY19! The House provides significantly increased 
resources for victim services through the VAWA STOP Program, Sexual Assault Services Program 
(SASP), Legal Assistance for Victims (LAV), Transitional Housing, Rural grant program, and many other 
VAWA programs. The Senate CJS bill provides a slight increase to VAWA over the FY19 level. 
 
The House and Senate bills cuts VOCA from the FY19 levels. The cut is more significant in the House bill. 
 
This chart outlines VOCA’s funding history, including proposed funds in the FY20 House and Senate bills. 
 

Victims of Crime Act (VOCA) Funding 

    FY 17 FY 18 FY 19 
FY 20 
House 

FY 20 
Senate 

VOCA fund 
federal release 
via 
Appropriations    $2.57 b $4.44 b $3.5 b  $2.84 b $3.17 b 

  
Set asides/other 
spending           

  Tribal funding stream $0 m  $133 m $175 m $142 m $158.5 m 
  Transfer to VAWA $326 m $492 m $497 m $590 m $500 m 

  

Victim Compensation, 
other 
Administrative/Statutory 
spending  $409 m  $406 m $400 m $400 m $400 m 

Remaining for 
State Victim 
Assistance 
Grants    $1.84 b $3.39 b $2.42 b $1.7 b  $2.1 b 

 
FY20 VAWA & VOCA funding advocacy strategy: As the House and Senate enter final negotiations, we 
will be advocating for the highest VOCA and VAWA numbers. Our consistent request is that Congress 
cease paying for VAWA out of VOCA. If VOCA continues to pay for VAWA, Congress must include a 
concurrent proportional increase in VOCA to sustain VAWA increases without cutting state victim 
assistance funds.   
 
Longer-term VOCA strategy: Steadily-released (appropriated) VOCA funds depend on steady deposits of 
fines and fees into the Crime Victims Fund (CVF). Deposits into the CVF have not kept pace in recent 
years, however, and Congress is responding by decreasing the amount released via Appropriations. The 
Senate bill included language directing the Department of Justice to train its litigators about the need for 
settlements that contemplate victim assistance payments and deposits into the CVF. Additionally, the 
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VOCA decrease to state victim assistance grants (the amount distributed to states for local programs) is, in 
part because both bills pay for VAWA out of a set aside from VOCA. As VAWA increases, unless there is a 
proportional increase to the funds released from VOCA, it impacts the amount of VOCA funds released to 
the states for victim assistance grants.  
 
NNEDV is working with a number of national partners on developing strategies to support increased 
deposits into CVF and steady annual Appropriations. In the meantime, however, allocated VOCA funds are 
decreasing. FY18 was a record funding year for VOCA and FY19 was lower but still high from a historical 
perspective. The House and Senate bills are lower than FY18 and FY19 but still higher than FY17 and 
previous years.   
 
VOCA State Administrators have up to 4 years to spend VOCA funds and should be managing the ebb and 
flow so that victim service providers do not experience steep funding decreases in one year. We have 
heard from a number of states who have heard about sharp cuts in available VOCA funds from your VOCA 
State Administrators. Please reach out to NNEDV if you have questions or concerns. 
 
House and Senate continue $50 million funding level for DV  housing set-aside program in FY20 
bills  
Both the House and the Senate have included, for the third year in a row, funding for domestic violence-
specific housing out of the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban (HUD) Continuum of Care 
homelessness assistance grants. The $50 million is for grants for rapid re-housing projects, supportive 
service projects providing coordinated entry, and for eligible activities the Secretary determines to be critical 
in order to assist survivors of domestic violence, dating violence, sexual assault, or stalking. The projects 
funded are eligible for renewal under the Continuum of Care program and new funds should not be used to 
supplant existing funds. The DV set-aside is helping communities build their DV-specific housing capacity 
and allowing more survivors to exit shelter quickly or avoid shelter altogether.  
 
House and Senate funding bills include language advancing safe housing for survivors 
Our housing advocacy has also helped shape language in the funding bills directing HUD and the U.S. 
Interagency Council on Homelessness (USICH) to better address the needs of survivors. The Senate bill 
language directs HUD and federal housing programs to improve the VAWA emergency transfer process, 
including a plan for using vouchers for transfers. The language also acknowledges the efficacy of DV 
transitional housing and encourages HUD to renew effective projects. Finally, language directs USICH to 
collaborate with stakeholders to improve homelessness intake processes to make them more trauma-
informed and safe for survivors. The House does not include as much direction but the bill includes $10 
million for HUD to implement VAWA housing protections. If you would like more information on how to work 
with your public housing authorities on implementing VAWA housing provisions or would like more 
information on accessing HUD homelessness funds, please contact Debbie Fox at dfox@nnedv.org.  
 
NEXT STEPS  
At the national level we will send letters urging Appropriators to include the highest level possible for our 
priority programs outlined above. We may also reach out to State Coalitions with key Members of Congress 
to reiterate our FY20 asks. No broader action is planned at this time.    
 
As the FY20 Appropriations process continues, we will continue to provide updates. Thank you for your 
phenomenal advocacy on behalf of survivors. Email advocacy@nnedv.org with any questions.   
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