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Three New Standards
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• Paid Family and Medical Leave

• Paid Sick Days

• Fair and Predictable Work 
Schedules

Implementation and enforcement are key!



The Need for Job Quality
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• Growth of low-wage jobs

 Fastest growing job sector

 “Fissuring” of the workplace

 Growth in involuntary part-
time work

Most impacted = women & people of color



Paid Family & Medical Leave
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• 84% of private sector workers have no access to PFL

 93% of low-wage workers have no access

 94% of part-time workers have no access

• Growing need for a national standard – the 
FAMILY Act

• States leading the way – DC & 6 states, including NJ!



Paid Sick & Safe Days
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• Over 35 million workers have NO paid sick days

• 12 states, DC & 22 localities are leading the way

• Need national 
standard – the 
Healthy 
Families Act



Fair & Predictable Work Schedules

6

• Increase in “just-in-time” management practices

 1 in 6 workers have schedules that change based on 
the needs of their employer. 
o Of those with volatile schedules, over 50 percent report being 

told that their hours have changed 3 or less days in advance.

 83 percent of hourly part-time workers have volatile 
schedules

• 5 cities & 1 state have fair work schedules laws –need 
national standard = the Schedules that Work Act



LIVING IN THE MARGINS

Barriers Faced by Immigrant Survivors of Violence Seeking Economic 

Justice 
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Overview

J U N E  19 ,  2 019

I N T R O DU CT I O N TO  TA H I R I H

PA R TI C UL AR  V U L N E R ABI L I T I E S  O F

I M M I G R ANT S U R V I VO R S  

B A R R I E R S  TO  E C O N O M IC  J U ST I C E

L E S S O N S  L E A R N ED  &  ST R AT E GI E S  



THE TAHIRIH 
JUSTICE CENTER

OUR MISSION

To partner with courageous immigrant women 

and girls who refuse to be victims of violence 

by elevating their voices in communities, 

courts, and Congress.



Tahirih’s holistic model for protection combines free legal and social services case management 

with bridge-building public policy advocacy, community outreach, training, and education. 

H O L I ST I C  D I R E CT  
S E R V I C E S

P U B L I C  P O L I CY  
A DVO CACY

O U T R E ACH  &  
E D U C ATI O N

Programs & Services



https://preventforcedmarriage.org/

Forced Marriage Initiative

https://preventforcedmarriage.org/


Our Clients Come From All Over the World



70%
of Tahirih’s clients are 
fleeing gender-based 

violence that occurred 
on U.S. soil 

2x
Immigrant women are 

2x are likely to 
experience domestic 

violence than the 
general U.S. population.

Why Tahirih Exists

Tahirih works with individuals within the U.S. who are statistically more vulnerable – noncitizens who, because of 

their gender and status, are more likely to experience violence and face additional barriers in accessing protection. 

battered immigrant 
women cite immigration 

consequences as a 
reason for staying with 

her abuser
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L A N G UAG E

E C O N O M I C  
C H A L L E NG E S

F E A R  O F  
AU T H O R I T I ES

C O M P LE X I T Y  
O F  SY ST E M

C R O S S - C ULTU R AL
COMMUNICATION

T R AU M A

O N G O I NG  
A B U S E / V I O LE NC E

Barriers for Immigrant Survivors



BARRIERS TO 

ECONOMIC JUSTICE



Economic 
Justice

B A R R I E R S  TO

I N C R E AS E D V U L N E R ABI L I T Y  FO R
F U T U R E  A B U S E / CR I M E S

L AC K  O F  I N FO R M ATI O N A R O U ND 
F I N ANC I AL  L I T E R ACY  A N D  R E S O U RC ES  

L AC K  O F  I . D . ,  D O C U M E NTAT I O N,
A N D  S S #

L AC K  O F  K N O W LE D GE  O R  S U P P O R T  
BY  S E R V I C E  P R O V I D E R S A N D  
F I N ANC I AL  SY ST E M S  



In May 2019, a coalition of national 

organizations, including NNEDV and 

Tahirih, gathered feedback from nearly six 

hundred advocates and attorneys across 

the United States.  The advocates report 

that survivors have an increased fear of 

deportation, retaliation by their abusers, 

and separation from their children.  

The Climate of 
Fear



Delays in the Adjudication of Applications for Immigrant 

Survivors of Violence



SUPPORTING IMMIGRANT 

SURVIVORS



How can we avoid providing services 

within silos to ensure survivors know the 

rights and protections they are entitled to.

I N FO R M AT I O N

Ensuring laws and policies do not bar 

immigrant survivors because of their 

status.

AC C E S S

How can we advocate for immigrant 

survivors to financial institutions, 

employers, benefits offices, and housing 

officials, etc.  

S U P P O R T

Helping immigrant survivors of violence 

access protections under U.S. law. and 

access mainstream financial systems.  

Overcoming 
Barriers



Jessica Howton
jessicah@Tahirih.org

www.Tahirih.org
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