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Sarah Hilderbrand, TCFV: Sarah Hilderbrand, Texas Council on Family Violence

Vanessa Corwin (she/her), HSCADV: Hi all, Vanessa Corwin (she/her), Program Director at the Hawai'i State Coalition Against Domestic Violence

Melissa Silver: Good afternoon, Melissa Silver, Coordinated Community Response Team Leader with New Mexico Coalition Against Domestic Violence

Gricel [she/her(s)/ella] - End Domestic Abuse WI: Hello, Gricel Santiago-Rivera [she/her(s)/ella], Director of Sustainability at End Domestic Abuse Wisconsin

Mica Reagan she/her NMCADV: Hello All! Mica Reagan, Coordinated Community Response Specialist for The New Mexico Coalition Against Domestic Violence.

Danielle Wright, ACESDV (she/her): Danielle Wright, Director of Victim Services, Arizona Coalition to End Sexual and Domestic Violence.

Kathleen Lockwood (she/her) NCCADV: Hi everyone, Kathleen Lockwood, Policy Director at North Carolina Coalition Against Domestic Violence.

Sara Barber, SC (she/her): Hi. Sara Barber, South Carolina Coalition.

Rebekah Glover NCCADV (she/her): Rebekah Glover, Legal and Policy Intern at North Carolina Coalition Against Domestic Violence.

Jake Fawcett (WA): hi everyone! Jake here with the Washington State DV coalition.

Sam Candland | she/her | UDVC: Sam Candland, TA Specialist, Utah Domestic Violence Coalition. For the last 5+ years, I've kept an informal tracker on DV fatalities for Utah. This has not been in conjunction with a formal fatality review team, though.

Mariesa Robinson: Over here in MD, we are most curious to see if other States have government agencies that track DV homicides or have some sort of mandate/legislative authority or requirement to track.  We track at the state level as the coalition, verify with county teams, but if we stopped who would take over? would it end?

Maria Jose Angelelli:	I am going to get a glass of water and will be right back

Anika Boyd, NNEDV (she/they): If you send any information or handouts to our NNEDV team, that would be awesome. We can compile the resources to send them back out.

Anika Boyd, NNEDV (she/they): capacity_ta@nnedv.org

ILCADV Staff: Hello - Samantha Gaddy, Director of Fatality Review at IL Coalition. Just getting started and we're soaking up everything you all are saying.

Sarah Hilderbrand, TCFV: Mariesa, are the counties required to form the team? or the statute just says they can?

Jake Fawcett (WA): We also sometimes use research agreements to get information from law enforcement agencies. That can sometimes help get records more quickly, or get unredacted records.

Sarah Hilderbrand, TCFV: ok, great. that helps! TY!

Jenna Gormal she/her(s): I'm curious to hear from those with teams in states where there is no statute

Deanna Dyer, PCADV: PA does not have a statute.

Mariesa Robinson: Agreed. I cant imagine police being willing to give any case info without a statute and especially since federally funded service provider folks have even stricter confidentiality rules

Christon MacTaggart:	Nebraska started without one but it was very difficult ot get info - so its not in statute

Christon MacTaggart:	sorry - its NOW in statute

Jenna Gormal she/her(s): Thanks, Christon! That's helpful to know. We're navigating the pro's and con's of exploring a statutory route in WI

Francine‚Äôs iPhone:	Hi this is Francine from Maine. Our fatality review team is in statute and convened by the Attorney General AGs office. Because all homicides in Maine are prosecuted by that office, we have access to all the case materials and have the cases presented by the lead investigators and prosecutors.

Mariah Wineski, LCADV: In Louisiana our fatality review is housed in the Dept of Health and the initial case records are already in their possession as part of the National Violent Death Reporting System. So we created the statute to house the review in the dept of health so it could have access to the records already in the possession of LDH from the NVDRS project. The team then identifies the cases to review and seeks additional records not already in LDH's possession. This usually includes civil and criminal court records and sometimes shelter records.

Jenna Gormal she/her(s): Deanna - i'd like to connect with you re: your experience of the challenges and/or benefits of not having a statute. Would you mind sharing your contact info with me?


Francine‚Äôs iPhone:	As the coalition representative on the panel, I reach out to the potentially involved local program. Rarely have the programs been providing services for victims in DV homicide cases.

Danielle Wright, ACESDV (she/her): The Arizona Coalition also has a representative on the Fatality Review Panel.

Hilary Levine ( She.her) OCADSV:	We have space where programs upload public record/ news articles into our database for us to track re fatalities. They don't confirm or deny if they worked with the person but they share fatalities in their communities

ILCADV Staff: We also have an adjudication clause in Illinois.... sounds like Maryland doesn't think a year is timely. Curious what the timeline look like for other folks?

Joe Shannon, Violence Free Minnesota: No statute in Minnesota. We gather homicide data through media sources, similar to Maryland. We do not have a fatality review team, just myself and another staff member, Meggie Royer. We are also the only group in the state that tracks DV homicides.

Jake Fawcett (WA): We identify dv fatalities through news reports also. We use a news clipping service. (It used to be an envelope of articles cut out from newspapers, but now it's online) Same as Maryland - no one else tracks this specific set of deaths.

Hilary Levine ( She.her) OCADSV:	I have to run to another meeting - Thanks All!

Caryn Burton - ICADV: Our problem with media reports is they are massively unreliable in terms of identifying dv homicide or updating with full information, ie when the initial report indicates domestic but victim is not identified, and then they never come back and identify the parties or what the actual relationship was.

Deanna Dyer, PCADV: Hi Jenna- of course! ddyer@pcadv.org  I’m not sure I have much insight to offer- PA operates similarly to how Joe described MN; PCADV staff monitor media reports to generate an annual fatality report and some communities have local fatality review boards, some of which only focus on child homicides. There isn’t a statewide review board here, unfortunately. Controversy around formalizing one has boiled down to funding.

Joe Shannon, Violence Free Minnesota: That's a big issue for us in Minnesota, too, Caryn. Especially in rural areas.

Mikisha Hooper, TCFV: In Texas we are similar to Minnesota- No statewide fatality review team for IPV homicides, but we do have a statute governing local/county FRTs. There are only a few existing in the state. We have team members at TCFV who track and report on fatalities in an annual report.

ILCADV - Stacey: I am curious if any of you allow for victim's families to come to you for a case recommendation?

Mariesa Robinson: That is so true! The media is like our jumping off point but our list would be wildly inaccurate if I didn't have the partnerships we do where they can say "yes-intimate partner, or bystander, or no this is family violence take it off the list"

Caryn Burton - ICADV: So much of our work will start with media, but it then falls to us to look deeper and find the facts and bring the survivor/victim's truth into the understanding.

Sara K - she/her(s): can anyone speak to the knowledge and consent of family/loved ones in reviewing a dv death in your state?  Are they always made aware and consent to when their loved one's death is reviewed by a fatality review team?

Jake Fawcett (WA):	Sarah - I'd love to hear more about how you are identifying victim suicide deaths.

Mikisha Hooper, TCFV: Sarah Robinson - I would love to learn more too.

Sarah Robinson (she/her) - Vermont Network: Happy to follow up!

Jake Fawcett (WA):	Sara K - we send a letter to victims' families to let them know about the review, and invite them to share anything they would like. We don't ask for consent to review the cases, and we can't always reach a family member. If the dv victim was not the person killed, we reach out to the surviving victim. Our reviews are always at least a year after the death.

Joe Shannon, Violence Free Minnesota: How do you get into contact with victims' families? Is that through the fatality review board?

Sara K - she/her(s): thank you, Dawn, and Jake!

Meggie Royer (she/her, Violence Free MN):	In Minnesota, we include policy recommendations in our annual reports that if implemented, we believe would prevent DV homicides. We highlight specific homicide cases in some of those recommendations.

Meggie Royer (she/her, Violence Free MN):	By annual report, I am referring to our annual homicide reports.

Maria Jose Angelelli:	Dr Moore, in texas we do use the IPV homicides narratives and circumstances leading to the homicides to analyze where communities can increase safety and reduce DV homicides

Jenna Gormal she/her(s): We do the same (as MN) in Wisconsin in our annual homicide report

Sam Candland | she/her | UDVC: UDVC follow(ed) similar protocols to Maryland, particularly relying on Google Alerts for our real-time tracker. We'd basically copy/paste information from the media articles. We do not engage with LE on cases or work to gather information from systems-based sources for our internal, informal real-time tracker (we do participate on the state fatality review where LE shares information with us). On occasion, we've had pushback from living survivors where they were vehemently upset with their family's information being included in the tracker. During one instance, we had the murderer attempt to sue us because the article we copied and pasted the information from had initially misreported the cause of death of the victim. Because of this pushback, UDVC has not made any tracking available to the public for the last year or two.

Mariah Wineski, LCADV: Because our cases are initially identified from within NVDRS, NVDRS has a designation specifically for suicides related to IPV so we use their identification. It is imperfect but far more accurate than trying to identify IPV suicides from only media reports.

Sara K - she/her(s):	^piggybacking on that, also from WI: We include some analysis around policy recommendations, and in recent years, debunking the myth that criminal justice interventions keep victims alive, because our homicide reports indicate otherwise.  so focusing on economic support, affordable housing, access to healthcare, etc.  not investment in CJ interventions

Dawn Dalton (she/her) DCCADV: In DC our fatality review board we have been talking more and more about the need for investment in primary prevention for gender-based violence, and will likely include a recommendation about prevention this year. the board makes recommendations to specific government agencies. The Coalition has used these recommendations in our advocacy work for funding and systems change.

Sarah Hilderbrand, TCFV: for our research in TX if we have any cases related to community violence/substance abuse/MH -- we highlight the case and relationship with the offender and typically omit if those pieces were involved. We try to focus on the relationship and history of IPV instead.

Jake Fawcett (WA): Yes to the focus on prevention. I really appreciate the point that sometimes the system did everything right. One way I approach that is to start with - what did the victim/survivor need? What did she want? Did she get it? How did the community respond? How could this community respond? We try to look from the victim's point of view as much as possible. It takes the conversation in a different direction than if we start with - what did the systems do or not do?

Sara K - she/her(s): agree, Jake - systems did everything right in that they may have done everything they are equipped to do -- and often that doesn't align with what survivors need

Meggie Royer (she/her, Violence Free MN):	In Minnesota, a multidisciplinary county violence prevention roundtable led by a county public health department also used our homicide report policy recommendations to guide their DV prevention efforts. They had identified domestic violence as a priority for prevention through their community health assessment. Some of our staff also participated in the roundtable's focus groups and presented on our homicide report to the roundtable. 

Mariesa Robinson: We are very careful at the network to follow the no shame, no blame rule. We speak to a trend we noticed but leave it to county teams to review specific systemic deficiencies. When I note, say, a pattern of denied PO's within a year of a large number of homicides, we note that. And we let the local advocates, teams, and our state implementation team folks to decide what that pattern means for prioritization. A lot of what we see though is people not encountering systems at all leading up to deaths...so the question is, how do we become more accessible to folks needing help?

Mariesa Robinson: how many of your county teams have abuser intervention program staff involved?

Caryn Burton - ICADV: A representative of BIP program is required both at a county and the state level

Mariesa Robinson: It is so helpful here in MD to keep them included

Caryn Burton - ICADV: *in Indiana

Meggie Royer (she/her, Violence Free MN):	We've included policy recommendations around Domestic Abuse Transformation Programming ("BIPs") in our annual homicide reports and have had some of our DATP programs provide input on those recommendations as well.

Dawn Dalton (she/her) DCCADV: Offender services are a participant on the DC fatality review board.

Erika Simonson, MCEDV (she/her):	I have to scoot to another meeting, thanks so much everyone, I've learned so much from you all. Very insightful.

Mariah Wineski, LCADV:	Have to hop off but if anyone wants additional information on Louisiana's (relatively new) process and feel free to reach out.  mariah.wineski@lcadv.org

Dr. Aleese Moore-Orbih She/her Exec.Dir. CPEDV: Thank you everyone for sharing. You have been very helpful.  I have to jump to another call.

Jake Fawcett (WA): Thanks everyone for sharing your experience & questions! I'm happy to continue the conversation with anyone interested. jake@wscadv.org.

Mariesa Robinson: I can say that is one part in MD we haven't found a process for yet. the only time we hear about suicides of DV victims is when family or friends call us (rare) and say "hey here is why this happened"

NCEDSV Sarah Slavenas she/her: Thanks everyone. This was a really interesting call!

Carol Finlay - VFMN she, her: Thank all of you for sharing!!!

Christon MacTaggart:	Nebraska's statute is brand new - so appreciative for all this info and for the willingness to share!

Sarah Robinson (she/her) - Vermont Network: Thanks all and NNED
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