State Coalitions:  Critical Leadership in Addressing

 Violence Against Women

The leadership of state and territory sexual and domestic violence coalitions is essential to ensure quality services for victims and sustainable social change to prevent violence against women.  Coalitions are able to leverage resources by providing networking and convening opportunities for local domestic and sexual violence service programs, by engaging in public policy reforms on the statewide level, and by serving as a voice for local programs and the victims they serve at the statewide and national levels.  Coalitions engage statewide and national stakeholders to collaboratively address the root causes and social norms that contribute to violence.  

Of the 56 states and territories with coalitions, 23 have dual coalitions, addressing both domestic and sexual violence; in the other 33 states and territories, there are two single issue coalitions.  Regardless of structure and focus, all coalitions share common purposes, roles and values, that highlight the importance of giving voice to victims, supporting the work of local member programs, holding societal systems accountable for their responses to the crimes of sexual and domestic violence and working on prevention of violence.  The scope of the work of state domestic and sexual violence coalitions is intentionally broad in order to provide leadership that integrates local, state and national programs, laws, and policies to end violence against women. 

State and territory sexual and domestic violence coalitions:

· Promote quality services for victims that focus on safety and self-determination.  Coalitions achieve this by providing training and technical assistance for member programs to support improvement in services and implementation of best practice models and evidence based programs.  Many coalitions set standards for delivery of direct services to victims and training requirements for staff and volunteer advocates.  Coalitions also assist members in addressing emerging issues such as sustainability, meeting the complex needs of victims with mental health and substance abuse issues, providing culturally competent services for victims in immigrant communities, and integrating diverse community partners in efforts to end violence against women. 
· Advocate and educate on behalf of victims, their children, and those who assist them, mobilizing a statewide voice on violence against women.  Coalitions are a statewide voice for victims and their needs, coordinating awareness and media campaigns, general public education and state prevention and education efforts.   Many coalitions coordinate the development of public awareness materials for use by member programs, initiate statewide awareness events, sponsor and promote statewide hotlines and provide assistance to local programs on media advocacy.
· Engage in prevention activities to involve all levels of the community in ending violence against women. Coalitions promote culture change at a local, state and national level to shift social attitudes and policies that support a culture of violence.  Primary prevention activities include engaging youth, men, cultural institutions and community-based organizations through educational programs, social marketing campaigns, awareness events and community organizing.  
· Engage in social change efforts that challenge the social, economic and political conditions that sustain a culture of violence in which domestic and sexual violence is condoned.  Coalitions recognize that domestic and sexual violence are connected to other forms of oppression, such as sexism, racism and homophobia, and that only by addressing systemic abuses of power within communities will violence against women ever be effectively eliminated.  By challenging existing biases in traditionally male-dominated response systems such as law enforcement, prosecution, the judiciary and healthcare, Coalitions foster understanding of the power differentials on both the societal and individual levels that contribute to violence against and marginalization of people subject to societal prejudice, discrimination and isolation.   
· Facilitate partnerships among victim advocates, allied organizations, and state agencies. Coalition staff serve on statewide commissions, committees and task forces in order to ensure that the realities of the lives of victims, and the needs of local advocates providing direct services, are represented in the development of statewide responses to domestic and sexual violence.  Coalitions support the creation of multi-disciplinary response teams and other innovative criminal justice and social services collaborations to respond to sexual assault and domestic violence victims.  Coalitions also partner with other community services providers to advocate for strengthening of social safety net programs, on which victims often rely for basic needs, promoting overall community well-being.  

· Connect local, state and national work.  Coalitions provide a critical bridge between the work of local advocates providing direct services, statewide policy makers, and federal responses to violence against women.  Through their statewide memberships and regular convening and meetings with member programs, Coalitions are able to relay the challenges and successes of local work to the national level, and convey best practices emerging at the national level to local member programs.  The work of coalitions is informed by the needs and realities of programs working at the local level, serving as a conduit for information to and from the field, informing statewide and national stakeholders on practice-based evidence.  The networks created through coalitions across the country, and their member programs across each state and territory, provide a national web of sustainable efforts to effectively address domestic and sexual violence.
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