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New Hampshire Coalition Against Domestic And Sexual Violence 

Participating Member Council By-Laws

ARTICLE  I :  GENERAL PROVISIONS

Section 1- Name


The name of the entity is the Participating Member Council, established as part of the New Hampshire Coalition Against Domestic and Sexual Violence on October 1, 1991.

Section 2 - Purpose

The purpose of the Participating Member Council is:

1)   to guide the Board of Directors of the Corporation in their programmatic policy

      decision making;

2) to coordinate direct services for victims/survivors of sexual violence, domestic violence and stalking in New Hampshire;

3) to change community attitudes and raise awareness that sexual violence, domestic violence and stalking can affect anyone regardless of gender, age, health status (including HIV-positive), physical, mental or emotional disability, sexual orientation, sexual preference, sexual identity, socioeconomic status, race, national origin, immigration status, or religious or political affiliation;
4)   to change community attitudes and behavior about violence against women; and

5)   to inform public policy on the state and national levels. 

ARTICLE  II :  MEMBERSHIP

Section 1 – Participating Members

The Participating Members of the Corporation shall include New Hampshire organizations that provide unduplicated direct services to victims/survivors of sexual violence, domestic violence and stalking.  Participating Members must have applied to and been approved by the Participating Member Council according to Participating Membership requirements.

Section 2 - Membership Requirements

Participating Membership shall include organizations that:

· are non-profit, tax-exempt New Hampshire organizations, or programs of non-profit, tax-exempt New Hampshire organizations;

· provide direct services to victims/survivors of sexual violence, domestic violence and stalking as specified in the NHCADSV Program Standards;

· are in compliance with NHCADSV Program Standards;

· support the New Hampshire Coalition Against Domestic and Sexual Violence and its purposes and mission, and commit to active participation in its programs;

· participate in Coalition work by serving on at least one standing committee and agreeing not to miss more than two consecutive, or more than three total monthly meetings annually;

· Adhere to the Coalition’s principles of ethical communication, consensus decision-making and confidentiality; 
· adhere to the Coalition's Non-Competitive Agreements;

· agree to payment of annual NHCADSV member dues.

Section 3 –Membership Requirements Compliance

· Membership compliance will be reviewed annually in October by the Participating Member Council;

· Non-compliance with membership requirements will be addressed by the Participating Member Council and may result in a termination of membership; 

· Any serious breach of membership requirements will be addressed at the next PMC meeting.  

ARTICLE III- COMMITTEES

The committees of the Participating Member Council shall be established as deemed necessary by the Participating Member Council.

ARTICLE IV - MEETINGS

Section 1 - The Participating Member Council shall meet once a month.

Section 2 - The meetings of the Participating Member Council shall be open to the Directors of the Participating Member Council programs.  Attendance by a designee must be approved by consensus of the PMC.  
Section 3 - Minutes shall be kept of all meetings of the Participating Member Council and approved by the Council at its next meeting.  Copies of the minutes shall be distributed to each member prior to the following meeting.

Section 4 – Facilitation of the monthly meetings shall rotate among all members.

ARTICLE V- DECISION MAKING PROCESS
Section 1 - Decision making by the Participating Member Council shall be by consensus as outlined in the NHCADSV by-laws.  For purposes of decision-making, each participating member shall have one voice, and in cases where votes are necessary, each participating member shall have one vote.
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