
Housing and Utilities
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a. Live with friends or relatives
((
b. Share apartment or 

(((
house with others including

utilities (but not phone)

c. Rent a place of your own
(((((
including utilities (but not phone)

d. Own your home 


((((((
(PITI + all utilities except phone) 
(((((
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Insurance 


Auto

a. Liability coverage only

((
b. Complete coverage

(((
Health and disability

a. No coverage


no cost
b. Access to public health care
(
c. Fringe benefit of job

((
d. Basic group health 

((
coverage

e. Individual health and 

(((
disability coverage
Renters

Property and liability 

(

Furnishings
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a. Borrow from friends
no cost
& relatives

b. Rent furnished

(
apartment

c. Buy at garage sales &
(
thrift shops
d. Buy new furniture

(((
Communications
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a. No phone or 

no cost

Internet connection

b. Land line with limited
(
long distance
c. Land line with

((
unlimited long distance
d. Cell phone

((
with data plan

((
e. High speed Internet
((
connection

Transportation
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a. Walk or bike

no cost
b. Ride bus or join a car
(
pool

c. Buy fuel for a family
((
car

d. Buy a used car &

(((
fuel

e. Buy new car & fuel
(((((
[image: image5.png]


 Food
a. Cook at home with


(((
meals out once in awhile



b. Frequent fast food lunches; 
((((
dinner out once per week; all
other meals at home

c. Most meals out


(((((
Sharing and Saving
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a. Spare change in jar
no cost
b. Save 5% of income

(
c. Save 10% of income
(((
d. Save for retirement

(((
e. Contribute to faith-

(((
based organization or charity
Personal Care




a. Basic—shampoo,


(
toothpaste, drug store

makeup (not department store)

b. Haircuts and some


((
high-end personal care products

c. Hair styled, colored or 

(((
permed; more high-end products


d. Professional manicures/

((
pedicures and/or massages


 
Clothing and Laundry

Clothing

a. Wear current wardrobe

no cost
b. Sew new clothing


(
c. Buy clothing at a discount

((
store, thrift shop or used clothing store

d. Shop at a department store
(((
e. Buy designer clothes and        
((((
shoes


Laundry

a. Use laundromat; some dry

(
cleaning 




b. Buy and operate own 

((
washer/dryer

c. Dry clean and/or 


(((
professionally clean and press all work clothes



Children and Child Care

For Toddler

a. Child care provided by

no cost

family or friends

b. Hire a sitter on a limited basis
(
c. Full-time care in home 

((
based day care


d. Full-time care in center

(((
based day care


e. In home nanny


((((
For 12 Year Old

a. Attend public school

no cost

b. Attend private school

((((
c. Private music lessons
 
((
d. Community sports


((
e. Other activities


((
Recreation

a. Walking, using library, 

no cost

visiting friends, using public parks

b. TV, snack, picnic, driving 

(
around, playing sports



c. Cable TV and some movies
((
d. Renting DVDs (Blu Ray)

((
e. Buying books, CDs or DVDs
(((
f. Going to concerts, sporting
((((
events, and some vacations 

Gifts

a. Make your own gifts

(
b. Purchase small gifts and 

((
cards for special occasions



c. Purchase frequent gifts

(((
More Choices

a. Newspaper and magazine
(
subscriptions

b. iPod or other downloadable 
((
music player 

c. Personal digital assistant

((
(PDA like a Blackberry or iPhone)

d. Cigarettes or alcohol

((
Directions

· You are part of a household. 
· You have been given ___ beans.

· With the other members of your household, decide how you will use your beans.

· Each box equals one bean.

· If an item has three boxes (((() it takes three beans to afford that option.

You must make a choice for the following categories:

· Housing and Utilities

· Insurance

· Furnishings

· Communications

· Transportation

· Food

· Personal Care

· Clothing

· Laundry

· Childcare for the toddler.
· Schooling option for the 12 year old.
In some categories, you may select several options.  For example, in communications you may choose cell phone, internet connection and a land line.

At some point, you will receive a situation card.  This will require you to change your budget. 
Based on Family Spending Game by Betty J. Meloy, Washington State University Cooperative Extension with questions modified by Raymond Faini, WSU Chelan County Cooperative Extension and the Budget Game developed by the West Virginia State Treasurer’s Office.
Making a Budget Balance in Bean Town

Developed by Inger Giuffrida based on the works of Betty J. Meloy, Raymond Faini and the West Virginia State Treasurer’s Office.

Game Cards
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