Shelter Funding Formulas

Can you share how your state determines the amount of funding for your shelters?  Is there a workable formula out there that funds shelters at a realistic level?  We are working on developing a recommendation for our FVPSA state administrator.  They would like to fund the shelters on a per bed, per night basis, but we’ve argued the costs are more complex than simply creating a rate structure. 
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	Coalition
	Point of Contact
	Response

	National Center on Domestic and Sexual Violence
	Debby Tucker
Executive Director
512.407.9020
dtucker@ncdsv.org
	Worked with TX to develop the following formula: Took one-half of the money designated for shelter services and divided it equally among all the eligible family violence shelter centers in the state, and then divided the other half according to a formula that considers the prior year’s level of services (residential and non-residential), population of the service area and square miles; From the entire appropriation, 6% is set aside for the state to use for its expenses in supervising the contracting process, monitoring against standards and fiscal accountability; Up to another 6% may be awarded to ensure the provision of technical assistance, training and support to the entire program (mostly given to the state coalition)

	Vermont Network Against Domestic & Sexual Violence
	Karen Tronsgard-Scott
karents@vtnetwork.org
	We use a three dimensional matrix that accounts for a base amount that is shared equally among our member programs, then there are calculations that establish a percent value across other services like hotline and shelter which also take into account population and service area for each program.  This system works well for FVPSA, VOCA and state funding.  It also allowed us to provide funding parity for stand-alone sexual assault service providers even before SASP.

	Nebraska Domestic Violence Sexual Assault Coalition
	Lynne Lange
Executive Director
402.476.6256
executivedirector@ndvsac.org
	One-half of the dollars are divided equally between all programs.  The remaining half is distributed based on the population of each service area.  The programs have been happy with this method of distributing our state DV funds, FVPSA, SASP, and RPE dollars.



 
It is important to develop a formula that allows for deeper analysis, with consideration of the full range of services: emergency shelter, counseling, legal advocacy, meeting basic needs, medical access, etc.), as well as services provided in a non-residential setting, and advocacy and prevention work.  Some additional good resources include: 
· Family Violence Program Shelter Center Provider Manual from the Texas Health and Human Services Commission 
· Shelter Practices/Accessibility Planning Group - Project Materials from NNEDV

