
SOUTH DAKOTA COALITION AGAINST DOMESTIC VIOLENCE  AND SEXUAL ASSAULT

Membership Application
Mission Statement

The South Dakota Coalition Against Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault (SDCADVSA) is dedicated to the reclamation of the respected, autonomous and safe status of women who have been battered/raped, and their children and therefore is committed to the elimination of personal and societal violence in the lives of women and their children.

The SDCADVSA believes violence against women and their children results from the use of force or threat to achieve and maintain control over others in intimate relationships and societal abuses of power and domination in the forms of sexism, racism, homophobia, classism, anti-semitism, ablebodyism, ageism, and other oppressions.  The SDCADVSA recognizes the abuse of power in society fosters battering and rape by perpetuating conditions that condone violence. Therefore, it is the mission of SDCADVSA to work for the major societal changes necessary to eliminate all forms of oppression, particularly those aimed at women and their children.

The SDCADVSA’s work includes:  Coalition building at the state, local, regional, tribal and national levels; support for the community-based nonviolent alternatives, such as safe home and shelter programs for women who are battered/raped and their children; public education and technical assistance; policy development and innovative legislation; focus on the leadership of SDCADVSA’s caucuses and task forces developed to represent the concerns of organizationally under represented groups; and efforts to eradicate societal conditions which contribute to violence against women and children.

Principles of Unity 

The SDCADVSA governing membership is comprised of programs whose primary purpose is responding to women who have been battered/raped and their children.  Supporting membership includes individuals and affiliated programs who support the mission and philosophy of SDCADVSA, but whose organizational primary purpose differs from that of the SDCADVSA. We represent both rural, tribal and urban areas.  Our programs support and involve women who have been battered/raped of all racial, ethnic, gender orientations,  religious and economic groups, ages and lifestyles.  We oppose the use of violence as a means of control over others, and advocate equality in all relationships and the autonomy, safety and freedom of all women.  We envision and pro-actively support independent community-based groups in which women of those communities make major policy and program decisions.

In recognizing that hierarchy is the root cause of violence against women, we are committed to maintaining and nurturing grassroots programs, organizations and communities.  We continually acknowledge and honor the fact that this movement was born through the work and lives of  women who have been victimized by violence and their allies.  We strive to ensure grassroots leadership and involvement of women who have been battered/raped in all matters, especially, policy-making and governance. We define "grassroots" as being of the group and/or community that governance and decision-making impact, and  expertise based on personal experience, skill and character.
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Membership Application
Contact Person/Individual ______________________________________________________________________

Organization (if applicable) _____________________________________________________________________ 

Address _____________________________________________________________________________________

Office Telephone _____________________  Cell Phone ____________________    Fax _____________________

Crisis line (if applicable) ________________________________   E-Mail __________________________________

Our organization is/I am committed to ending all forms of violence against  women and their children and will actively support the Mission Statement and Principles of Unity of  the South Dakota Coalition Against Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault .

_____________________________________________


_______________

Signature of Director or Individual





Date

Types of Membership   Please check one: 

____  Organizational Members are any organization or program in South Dakota whose primary purpose is to end violence against women and provide all of the following to victims of domestic and/or sexual violence:  advocacy, prevention, education, information, referral, shelter and social change work, and ascribe to the Mission and Principles of Unity of SDCADVSA. Only organizational members have decision-making rights, serve on the Board of Directors and/or hold office.  Satellite programs of existing organizational member programs are eligible to apply for independent organizational membership. 
· Organizational members dues are $250 per year.*
____  Supporting members are any organization concerned with ending violence against women, especially domestic and sexual violence, but whose primary purpose is not ending violence against women and providing advocacy and resources to those victimized by domestic and sexual violence in South Dakota, and ascribe to the Mission and Principles of Unity of SDCADVSA. 
· Supporting membership dues are $50 per year.*
____  Individual members are any person concerned with ending violence against women, especially domestic and sexual violence in South Dakota, and ascribe to the Mission and Principles of Unity of SDCADVSA.
· Individual memberships are $10 per year.*
*Any member may apply for a reduction or waiver of dues by submitting a written request to the Director at the Administrative office. Dues are non-refundable and due October 1 of each year.
Organizational members, please attach a copy of your organization's mission statement to this application.

Please send your completed application to:

SDCADVSA, PO Box 141, Pierre, SD 57501   Or fax to 605-945-0870.

If you have any questions, please feel free to call our office at 1-800-572-9196 or 605-945-0869.  We look forward to working together with you the end violence against all women and their children and making all homes and communities peaceful and safe. 

