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Topic:   Certification

List Serve Question:  Does your state or coalition certify advocates or programs?



	Coalition & Contact
	Certification – yes or no?
	Additional details

	
	
	

	Connecticut
Liza Andrews
	Yes
	Advocates in CT can be certified by CCADV or any the state’s 18 domestic violence agencies (CCADV’s member organizations) after completing 20 hours of initial training and as long as they remain under the supervision of a domestic violence agency, all of which is defined in statute re: privileged communication -https://www.cga.ct.gov/current/pub/chap_899.htm#sec_52-146k. Certification training provided by our member organizations must meet CCADV Service Standards, which outline training content, documentation and record maintenance, annual supplemental training of 6 hours, etc. CCADV Service Standards are approved by our state’s DSS.

	Delaware
Courtney Winkler
	No state certification.
Yes Coalition process
	Our Coalition created a certification program for advocates 10 years ago. We have a well-developed program. See the link:
https://dcadv.org/what-we-do/training-and-certific

	Illinois
Vicki Smith
	Yes, state process
	The state has a very formal and detailed process. Here is link to certification board in IL.  http://www.ilcdvp.org/

	Iowa
Laura Hessberg
	Yes
	Iowa law requires 20 hours of training for any staff or volunteer providing direct client services to crime victims. Training is provided by the DV or SA coalitions or IOVA (Iowa Organization for Victim Assistance). After 20 hours someone is designated as a “Victim Counselor.”  The Coalitions have established a designation of ‘certified victim advocate’ which requires a total of 40 hours of training to become a certified Victim Advocate. Below is the link to the statutory requirements. The Victim Counselor training (the basic- first 20 hours) is now available totally online. 
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/code/915.pdf

	Kansas
Joyce Grover
	Yes (not state certified though)
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Peer review process
	KCSDV operates a peer-review accreditation program. Through these accreditation standards, advocates are required to have 40 hours of initial training and 8 hours of annual continuing education. If they have a specialized role there are additional training requirements for that role, e.g. court advocate. There is no state certification of advocates but KCSDV provides an advocate education and training certification that includes an application, a detail of all the training they have received including OJT, and a letter from the program director. The certification is only good while working at the program where they were certified. If they are employed by a different program, they would need to go through the process again. This is a voluntary process.

	Minnesota
Liz Richards
	No for DV
Yes for SA
	Sexual assault advocates must complete 40 hours of training to qualify for the statutory confidentiality/privilege protections. Domestic violence advocates have no set requirements.

	Nebraska
Lynne Lange
	No
But there is a program standards peer review process.
	In Nebraska we do not certify advocates or programs.  We use Program Standards that were developed in conjunction with HHS. The programs get a Peer Review every four years, implemented by Coalition staff and peer programs. Meeting the Program Standards is tied to funding.
Also, we require 40 hours of training for Advocates, and the Coalition provides the necessary courses.  Advocates within our membership programs are then covered by our privileged communication laws.  

	New York
Joan Gerhardt
	No certification process for DV advocates. 

	There are basic training requirements for advocates set out in NY’s regulations (one year of relevant experience or 12 hours of training). However, programs typically require more experience/training 

	Oklahoma
Mackenzie Masilon
	Yes, AG process
	The Attorney General’s Office certifies our programs and therefore the advocates that work in those agencies are being trained in the DV/SA area specific to their agency. 

	Rhode Island
John Wesley
	No
	There is no certification process for advocates or programs.

	Tennessee
Kathy Walash
	No certification of advocates
	

	Vermont
Karen Transgard-Scott
	No certification of advocates
	Advocates in Vermont are not certified however they must attend 20 hours of training, offered and noted by their organization, in order to maintain crisis worker privilege.

	West Virginia
Tonia Thomas
	Yes. In 1999 we developed a Certification of Advocacy Program (CAP) for dv advocates and created the WVCADV Training Committee comprised of representatives from the member programs.

	WVCADV’s CAP requires a minimum of 100 hours of training with at least 50 hours provided through WVCADV’s training program (16 basic core curriculum areas). Following initial certification and in increments of two years, the CAP process requires 30 hours with at least 15 training hours provided by WVCADV’s training program. 
 
Standards for Licensure of Domestic Violence Programs, monitored by West Virginia’s licensing Family Protection Services Board, requires at least 33% of a licensed domestic violence program staff be Certified DV Advocates.  Currently 106 advocates hold certification status.








This information was self reported by Coalitions through the NNEDV list serve in March 2019.
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